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Destination Imagination, Inc.
1111 S. Union Ave.
Cherry Hill, NJ 08002

The Destination Imagination program encourages teams of  learners to have fun, take risks, focus, and frame 
challenges while incorporating STEM (science, technology, engineering, and mathematics), the arts, and service 
learning. Our participants learn patience, flexibility, persistence, ethics, respect for others and their ideas, and the 
collaborative problem solving process. Teams may showcase their solutions at a tournament.  
Destination Imagination, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) Nonprofit Education Organization. 

Copyright ©2012 by Destination Imagination, Inc.  All rights reserved.  Printed in the United States of  America.  
No part of  this publication may be reproduced or distributed in any form or by any means, or stored in database or 
retrieval system, without prior written permission of  the publisher
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A Letter from Chuck Cadle, CEO                             
Dear Friends of  Destination Imagination,

As I reflect on this past year, I am reminded that our cause-
based organization is greater than the sum of  its parts. When 
I think of  the time and effort our volunteers, sponsors, and 
staff  put toward the development and administration of  
our educational programs, the enormity of  it all is almost 
overwhelming. I have never seen such passionate people so 
invested in what we do. Our Challenge-based program has 
changed so many lives, which is a testament to our Challenge 
writers and all of  the other men and women who work 
behind the scenes to produce each year’s Challenges. 

Our operating results for the year were better than expected. 
Global team registrations grew 2% to 15,560, and team 
attendance at Global Finals grew 10% to 1,276. Our financial 
results reflected this growth. Our net assets increased 
$284,000 up from $220,000 the previous year, and our 
cash position at year-end was $1,154,000, which reflected 
long-term debt reductions during the year of  $420,000. 
Our global mission was further enhanced this year with 
the opening of  an office in Singapore, new international 
Affiliates and through our educational initiatives with an 
orphanage in Haiti.

Destination Imagination is fortunate to have the financial 
support of  major organizations like 3M and Motorola. Both 
organizations provided strategic funding to support our 
Challenge development and growth. The 3M Foundation 
annually sponsors our structural Challenge and the Explore 
the Uncharted Challenge event at Global Finals. This year, 
3M also sponsored some of  our early learning initiatives, 
and sponsored the development/printing of  30,000 Creative 
Compass marketing brochures for our Affiliates to use in 
marketing our program. Motorola Solutions Foundation 
is sponsoring our 2012/13 Technical Challenge, volunteer 
training initiatives with DI University, and early learning 
programming for classrooms. Motorola Mobility Foundation 
sponsored international capacity building. 3M and Motorola 
also provide volunteers for our initiatives. We cannot thank 
these two organizations enough for their support of  our 
organization. In addition, IBM, ThinkFun, Ameresco 
Canada, the Abell Foundation, the Dairy Cooperative and 

their promotion organizations, and Flav-O-Rich Dairy joined 
our many individual donors to provide funding support for 
our initiatives.

As will be further presented later in this report, this year was 
highlighted by some significant items. Our brand language 
and logo were updated to recognize our holistic approach to 
teaching the creative process from imagination to innovation. 
Our program materials were enhanced to include Roadmap 
as a team manger guide. NASA awarded us the opportunity 
to host one of  their six national downlinks from the space 
station and partnered with us for the Summer of  Innovation 
camp program. DITV went live and enabled us to capture 
testimonials from sponsors, educators, teams and volunteers. 
Pearson Education Canada integrated our former Challenges 
into a professional development offering aimed at teaching 
21st century skills to students across Canada beginning in 
2013. The STEM & Literacy Pathways for Early Learners 
educational program was completed and piloted in Head 
Start classrooms. Pathways is a new early learning initiative 
designed to provide training to teachers on STEM (science, 
technology, engineering, and math) concepts and to provide 
enriched activities and programming to engage early learners 
for social and emotional, literacy and STEM learning. Lastly, 
The University of  Tennessee joined forces with us to offer 
creativity camps in Tennessee.

In summary, this has been an amazing and exciting year for 
the Destination Imagination organization. Thanks to the 
efforts and support of  our volunteers, Affiliates, sponsors 
and staff, we were able to meet and exceed the goals we 
had for this year. As you read this annual report, I ask that 
you also reflect on our cause-based mission and vision for 
this organization. We are in this together, so feel free to 
provide me with feedback or comments that may enable us 
to continue to provide unequalled programming to children 
around the world.

Chuck Cadle
Chief  Executive Officer
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Our Staff                                                                  Our Board 

Alabama
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Alberta 
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Arizona
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Arkansas 
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Brazil 
Debbie Peter

British Columbia
Faith Garriock

California
Richard Pinney

China
Li Xiao

Colombia
Barry Gilman

Colorado 

Kristine Beisel 
Kate Donelan

Connecticut
Eric Wolff

Delaware 
Sally Gold

England
Katherine Morse

Georgia 
Dave Lohrmann

Guatemala
Jose Luna

Illinois
Jan Darnell  
Steve Bute

India
Tony Williams

Indiana
Melissa Branham

Iowa
Alisha Heisterkamp

KACE - South Korea
Oog Hwang

Kansas
Lohren Meier

KASI - South Korea
Sun Hwan Yang

Kentucky
Bill Broomhead 
Lori Broomhead

Louisiana
Nancy Farley
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Richard Fernald

Manitoba
Lonnie Liske
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New Brunswick  
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New Hampshire   
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New Mexico  
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Cheryl Druding

Newfoundland 
Sharon Whalen

North Carolina   
Cynthia Kirby 
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North Dakota   
Max Kringen

Northwest Territories
Scott Lough
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Sandra Cheng

South Carolina
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Tennessee  
Linda Chambers
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Sue Shanks

Turkey  
Burcu Delen 
Elif  Eris

United Arab Emirates
Sumayya Roben Andy 
Mohammed Ghannoum 
Soha El Mokdad

Utah  
Noel Grabl

Vermont  
Pasquale DiLego

Virginia  
Laurie Abeel

Washington  
Barbara Sailors

West Virginia  
Ron Rogillio

Wisconsin  
Steven Cormier

Wyoming  
Marcia McChesney

Yukon
Johanne Koser

Our Affiliates and Their Directors                     
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DI Opens New Office in Asia                                                                  
As a result of  explosive growth worldwide, Destination Imagination opened an office in Singapore in June of  2012. The office 
will support and expand our educational program throughout Asia, the Middle East, Pacific Islands and Australia. Asia is one 
of  the fastest growing markets for Destination Imagination, and has the largest participation in the program outside the U.S. 
and Canada. DI Alumna Emily Panasowich, who is multi-lingual, was named Director of  Asian Operations, and has been 
managing the new Singapore office.

New Logo Launch                                                       
In May 2012, we updated our logo as part of  an ongoing evolution of  our overall brand. The former logo was used for more 
than 11 years and represents two very different styles of  thinking. The box is a symbol of  developers—thinkers that prefer 
structure when exploring novel ideas, think inside the proverbial box and enjoy conforming to existing expectations and 
procedures. The ball has come to be a symbol of  explorers—thinkers that find structure limiting, think outside the proverbial 
box and choose not to conform to existing expectations and procedures. The convergence of  the two represents flexible 
thinkers who can move between both styles.

The new work emerged over the last year as we evaluated the brand through participant and Affiliate surveys and focus group 
testing. We extend our thanks to everyone who participated and helped along the way. 

In addition to the logo update, DI has restructured the organization’s brand architecture, simplified the messaging and 
created a more modern visual identity. We also launched our enhanced website in September to coincide with the beginning 
of  the 2012-13 season. These changes will allow our organization to be more clearly understood and better compete in the 
educational market.

The refreshed look of  our brand identity and corresponding materials demonstrate to all of  our customers that we’re a 
forward-thinking organization with a passion for teaching the creative process. The new logo is more than just a visual update 
with a fresh look — it is the beginning of  many great things to come for our organization.

Thanks to Our Sponsors                                      
3M Continues as Our Strategic Sponsor: Continuing a partnership that has lasted for more than a decade, The 3M 
Foundation sponsored the Destination Imagination Structural Challenge, as well as the “Explore the Uncharted” exhibit at 
Global Finals. This year, 3M also sponsored some of  our Early Learning initiatives, and sponsored the development/printing 
of  30,000 Creative Compass marketing brochures for our Affiliates to use in marketing our program.

New Sponsors: IBM and ThinkFun became new Destination Imagination sponsors this year. At 2012 Global Finals, 
ThinkFun sponsored the annual Affiliate Dinner.
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US Affiliates 
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75 New teams in Maryland, 
which had the most 
team growth

15
,56

0
To

ta
l T

ea
m

 Pa
ck

s 

wer
e p

urc
hase

d 

for
 20

11
-12

 se
aso

n

47 States participated 
in DI in 2011-12

US Affiliates                                                            
•	26 Instant Challenge workshops were held throughout the US during the 

2011-12 season

•	The 5 US Affiliates with the largest team counts were Texas-2865, 
Colorado-932, Ohio- 823, Massachusetts-793 and Wisconsin-625 

•	There were 1,360 Rising Stars! teams this season

•	More than 10,000 teams attended Regional and Affiliate tournaments

•	More than 175 Regional and Affiliate tournaments were held throughout the 
United States

             9 
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US Affiliate & Regional Team Counts 
Alabama /  77
Arizona / 18 
Arkansas / 102
California / 561
Colorado / 932
Connecticut / 20
Delaware / 12
Florida / *

Georgia / 36
Idaho / 12
Illinois / 235
Indiana / 179
Iowa / 104
Kansas / 31
Kentucky / 12
Louisiana / 50

Maine /118 
Maryland / 606 
Massachusetts /  793
Michigan / 561
Minnesota /  479
Mississippi / 43
Missouri / 170
Montana / 34

Nebraska / 213
Nevada / *
New Hampshire / 327
New Jersey / 161
New Mexico / 127
New York / 105
North Carolina / 24 
Ohio / 823

Oklahoma / 17
Oregon / 95
Pennsylvania / 4
Rhode Island / 16
South Carolina / *
South Dakota / 206
Tennessee / 246
Texas / 2865

Utah / 20
Vermont / 26
Virginia / 463
Washington / 292
West Virginia / * 
Wisconsin / 625
Wyoming / 78
*Less than 10 teams
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1,773
780+

28%

274

2

International teams 
attended Affiliate 
Tournaments

Increase in 
International Team 
Packs sold 

New teams in China, 
the highest among 
International Affiliates

Countries were 
new to DI this 
season

DI teams were 
not from the US or 
Canada

International Affiliates                                              
•	International team count grew by 28% 

•	China remained our largest Affiliate outside of the US and Canada with almost 800 teams 
and growing by an impressive 60%

•	4 Affiliates increased their team counts by over 50% 

•	Our Program Materials were translated into 6 languages including Spanish, Turkish, French, 
Polish, Korean and Mandarin 

•	New countries to DI included Cyprus, Vietnam, Republic of Georgia and Norway 

•	6 International teams had 1st Place finishes at Global Finals

                    13 
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International Team Counts                           
Brazil / 36
China / 730
Colombia / 88
Costa Rica / 6
Cyprus / 2
Ecuador / 6
England / 30
France / 5
Georgia Republic / 7

Germany / 5
Guam / 50
Guatemala / 45
Hungary / 5
India / 31
KACE-South Korea / 127 
KASI-South Korea / 181
Mexico / 165
Norway / 7

Panama / 2
Poland / 25
Romania / 6 
Scotland / 30
Singapore / 30
Switzerland / 1
Turkey / 147
United Arab Emirates / 5
US Virgin Islands / 1
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Canadian Affiliates                                                
•	Destination Imagination’s first All-French Tournament was held in the Val-des-Cerfs School 

District in Quebec

•	IBM Canada funded translation to French of all program materials

•	The Yukon, Northwest Territories, Prince Edward Island and Newfoundland/Labrador all 
signed up as Affiliates

•	7 Provinces were represented at Global Finals, with the largest complement of Canadian 
teams attending in history, plus more podium finishes than in the last five years combined

•	Pearson Education Canada initiated discussions with Destination Imagination, Inc. to 
develop a non-competitive “Classroom Edition” of DI, with a proposed availability across 
Canada for the Spring of 2013

•	British Columbia became the second largest Affiliate after Texas

•	More than 80% of Canada’s Superintendents/Directors of Education are now familiar with 
Destination Imagination

1,806
300+ 

Canadian teams 
participated in DI 
2011-2012

Canadian teams 
attended Affiliate 
Tournaments

Canadian Affiliate & Regional Team Counts    

Alberta / 111 
British Columbia / 1280

Manitoba / 85
New Brunswick / 10

Nova Scotia / 27
Ontario / 220

Quebec / 73 
Saskatchewan / 0
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Overview & Special Awards                                                                 
In 2012, the Destination Imagination staff, an army of  volunteers from around the world and the University of  Tennessee 
teamed up to make Global Finals a tremendous success. With another record-breaking year, over 16,000 attendees from 45 US 
states and 14 countries gathered in Knoxville, TN. This year, through interactive exhibits, participants were educated on the 
importance of  brain health as well as awareness against bullying in schools. Participants had the opportunity of  a lifetime to 
showcase their unique talents, interact with other international students and build lasting memories. 

This year’s Risorgimento Award was presented to the NASA and accepted by Dr. Roosevelt Johnson, Deputy Associate 
Administrator for Education. This special award has only been given a few times in DI history and is granted to an individual, 
organization, or corporation that has significantly impacted the world-community in such a way as to make it a better place in 
which to live. The DI Board of  Trustees has recognized that NASA has been positively influencing learners for generations.

Explore the Uncharted                                           
It was through 3M’s 2012 Explore the Uncharted that participants had to tackle the challenge of  transporting life-sustaining 
materials to a new planet. Each team had to design and build a Space Pod that could contain simulated essential resources for 
life on the space station. The durability of  teams’ Space Pods were tested while being individually dropped from 20 feet in the 
air; simulating a space craft landing.

DITV & Student Reporters                                                                        
DITV premiered at Global Finals 2012 with live streaming of  Opening and Closing Ceremonies and was broadcast to over 
100,000 viewers outside of  the event. Interviews were conducted by a team of  student reporters with sponsors, exhibitors, 
educators and participants. The videos gathered at Global Finals 2012 are stored and posted on the DITV section of  our 
website for use in marketing and outreach. We will continue to expand DITV in the coming years.

Dairy Sponsorship & Innovation Expo                                                     
A huge thank you goes out to the Dairy Cooperative, their promotion organizations, and to Flav-O-Rich Dairy for supplying 
all of  the milk at this year’s Global Finals. 

The Innovation Expo at Global Finals gives participants the opportunity to interact with leading organizations in the 
technology, engineering, science and education industries. This year, Destination Imagination welcomed the following 
organizations to the Innovation Expo:

GLO
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NASA
Driven to Explore

Mobile Exhibit
presented by
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International Team Counts at 2012 Global Finals

Domestic Team Counts at 2012 Global Finals

1-10 
TEAMS

1-10 
TEAMS

11-25 
TEAMS

11-25 
TEAMS

26-49 
TEAMS

26-49 
TEAMS

50+ 
TEAMS

50+ 
TEAMS

1,276

999

527

19

14
Total 
teams attended Global 
Finals

Domestic teams 
attended Global 
Finals

Countries 
were 
represented

Volunteers gave 
their time at 2012 
Global Finals

DI staff members 
were in 
attendance

2012 Global Finals Numbers

277 International team
s 

attended Global 

Finals

                  21 
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NASA Downlink                             
In June, 300 students from ESF Summer Camps and the Philadelphia Boys and Girls Clubs gathered at Philadelphia University 
to participate in a NASA In-Flight Education Downlink. Twenty student representatives posed questions and watched as 
astronauts answered the questions and demonstrated science, technology, engineering and mathematics concepts in ways that 
are impossible on Earth. The students were also introduced to Destination Imagination and had the opportunity to form teams 
and tackle some STEM and space related Instant Challenges.

Haiti                                            
Destination Imagination partnered with One Vision International (OVI), a Knoxville-based, non-profit organization with a 
mission of  extending aid and support to seemingly forgotten areas of  the world. OVI’s child sponsorship program provides 
food, water, medicine and other basic needs to 125 orphans, 75 of  which live at the One Vision Children’s Home in Arcahaie, 
Haiti. 
 
In July, several DI staff  and alumni joined an educational assessment team and traveled with OVI to Haiti once again. The 
team of  volunteers visited the OVI Children’s Home and evaluated the students in various subjects to see if  they had advanced 
in their education and which areas they need more support. The OVI children participated in Destination Imagination 
challenges and other team-building activities. The volunteer team also had the opportunity to deliver hand-painted T-shirts 
to the children. The slogans, characters and images were painted by the students at 2012 Global Finals reflected their love, 
concern, support, friendship and hopes for the future of  the Haitian children receiving the T-shirts.

Summer Camps                                                                
2012 was a busy summer for Destination Imagination. For the first time, DI partnered with NASA’s Marshal Space Flight 
Center and the University of  Tennessee to host Summer of  Innovation (SOI). SOI was held through the Montgomery Village 
Boys and Girls Club in Knoxville, TN. 65 middle and high-school students had the opportunity to participate in 2 weeks of  DI 
Challenges and NASA activities.
 
DI also partnered with the University of  Tennessee to provide Camp Creativity, a DI summer camp for kids in Knoxville and 
Nashville. For the third year in a row, Destination Imagination partnered with ESF Summer Camps (Education, Sports and 
Fun) to provide kids with an opportunity to do DI as a part of  the ESF summer programming. The ESF camps were hosted 
in PA, NJ, DE, MD and CT at eleven different sites, and gave us a great opportunity to expose hundreds of  kids to DI for the 
first time.

Early Learning         
The STEM & Literacy Pathways for Early Learners is a new early learning initiative designed to provide training to teachers in 
STEM (science, technology, engineering, and math) concepts. The primary objective of  the Pathways program is to provide 
enriched activities and programming to engage early learners for social and emotional, literacy and STEM learning. The 
Pathways program was completed and piloted in Head Start Centers in 2012. We recognize the enormous market opportunity 
for early learning curriculum and we look forward to expanding the reach of  the Pathways program in the years to come.
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LEARN MORE AT

Teaching the Creative Process:
from Imagination to Innovation


